, pp. 402-418. The present article will review only two of the more recent series.
The 3-volume French Histoire des Religions edited by H-Ch. Puech 1 is now complete with the appearance of vol. iii in 1976. The series represents an attempt to do justice to both the phenomenological and historical requirements of the subject and provides and excellent and up-to-date summary and survey of the whole field. It has been wisely observed that whereas a proper "phenomenology of religion" must be the work of a single author, a history of religions -unless it is a piece of popular vulgarisation. -must necessarily be the combined effort of a team of experts. Its unity, to the extent that such unity is possible at all, should be the result of the editor's strong guiding hand. In fact, only very few individual authors have been able to produce relatively satisfactory introductions to all the (major) religions of the world, and perhaps Ninian Smart's The Religious Experience of Mankind is one of the more successful attempts in this genre. The series under review is uncompromisingly scholarly, and whilst it must needs forego detailed 1 Histoire des Religions, sous la direction d'Henri-Charles Puech, in the series Encyclopédie de la Pléiade, Gallimard, Paris. Vol. i (1970 ) pp. 1488 vol. ii (1972 ) pp. 1596 vol. iii (1976) In between these opening and closing chapters we have the whole gamut of the world's religions, divided (or should we say "chopped up"?) according to criteria which may invite discussion but where a General Editor has no choice but to take at times drastic decisions. Thus vol. i deals with the religions of antiquity (including Egypt; the ancient Near Eastern, Elamite, Western Semitic and Israelite religions;
Greek, Vedic, Z.oroastrian, Slav, Baltic, German, Celtic, Etruscan and Roman religions as well as ancient China and Japan) as well as with the origins of the "universal religions and religions of salvation" in India and the Far East (i.e., Hinduism, Jainism, Buddhism, Taoism, as well as Chinese and Japanese Buddhism). Vol. ii continues the same category but in the near eastern and mediterranean setting (Sassanian and Mazdaean religion; oriental cults in the Roman Empire; the end of paganism; Judaism from the Babylonian exile to the Bar Kokhba revolt; Christianity till Nicaea; Gnosticism, Hermeticism, Mandaism, Manichaeism, and the beginning of Islam) and then proceeds to the "founded religions" in the West; later Judaism; western Christianity
